
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Your Reputation/Your Eulogy 

 

     In our very brief gospel this morning Jesus tells us about the occasion when He 

chose His twelve apostles and sent them on their mission. If you will excuse my French, 

the only thing in that reading I can see to preach about is to give a critique of the men 

He selected. And I think all of them were great choices…with one exception. And you 

all know what that ‘one’ is. 

     I couldn’t help but wonder whether or not you or I would have been chosen to be an 

apostle if we were there with Christ on those particular days. Would we have been a 

choice? I wonder. 

     What kind of reputation do you have? If you are anything like me, I know you 

would be tempted to say your reputation is in pretty good shape. But, after all, you 

know all your virtues and are proud of them. At the same time, I am sure you have 

tried to hide and disguise all your faults and shortcomings. Still, when other people talk 

about you, do THEY say nice things? 

     It may console you to know that Jesus Himself honored Mary Magdalene, the 

woman who anointed His feet with perfume. In the gospels He mentioned her good 

deed. So, despite her misguided youth, she was well thought of by the Lord. She had a 

good reputation. 

     How people are going to perceive you and me will depend on what we do on a day-

to-day basis. We need to live such honorable lives that when someone speaks ill of us, 

others will not believe what they are saying. 

     We know there are people in this world who make life difficult for others. You and I 

also know persons who live the type of life that will make it very difficult for the person 

who is the speaker at his/her funeral to find something worthwhile to talk about. We 

call them troublemakers. Boat rockers. Negative people. So, it’s no wonder we should 

be concerned about how our friends and neighbors consider us. Are we known to be 

faithful to God? Are we just to our neighbors? Does our reputation say we are very 

supportive of the church’s work? Or, on the other hand, do we have the reputation of 

being hard to please and a terror to live with? 
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     Let’s face it. If your best friend were asked to deliver a eulogy at your funeral, what 

could he or she truthfully say in your memory? Could it be said you were a warm, 

gracious, faithful, zealous, dedicated, caring Catholic? Or does it have to be said you 

were anxious, unhappy, critical, selfish, bitter, unloving and socially obnoxious? 

     You and I both know a person does not build a great reputation on what one intends 

to do some day. No. Your reputation is built on and affirmed by what you do daily. 

Now we have all started out this day on a very good note by coming to church and the 

Lord’s table, SO let’s keep up the good work and make it easy for the person who has to 

speak at our funeral. 

     

*Inspired by Mark 3:13 - 19 


